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AWmaiL  RgORT  -OF  THE  LiEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HK'vLTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  19U-. 


Public  Health  Department, 
London  Road, 

H/iDLEIGH,  Essex. 

To  the  Chaiitiian  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  Distinct  Council  of  Canvey  Island. 


Mr.  Chaiinan,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  for  your  consideration  cy 
Sixteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of 
your  Urban  District  for  the  year  1944*  ‘ 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  49/45> 
of  the  19th  March,  19A5»  this  is  intended  to  be  an  interim  report. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  sympathetic  consideration  and 
assistance  of  the  Council  have  been  a great  help. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  all  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  depfertment  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I beg  to  r®aain, 

' Your  obedient  Servant, 

mmm  Lorraine. 

M,D. , M.B. , Ch.B. , P.R.S.E.,  D.P.H, , 

R,  C.P.S. , Edin.  andR.P.  P.S,  Glas. 

July,  1945. 


SECnCN  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  /iRSA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,071 

oorprlaing  Island,  Foreshore  and  Tidal  Yfaters 

♦ 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944) 

according  to  Rate  Book  ...  ...  ...  3,930 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £42,447 

Sun  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ... 

In  the  above  and  following  statistics,  several 
routine  details  are  cnitted,  as  non-essential. 

EXTRACTS  K<0M  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YE/Ol. 


Total 

Ml 

P. 

Birth  Rate  por  1,000 
of  the  estimated 

Liyg  Birtha 

149 

73 

76 

resident  population* 

• . 19*6  • . 

Legit  imato 

143 

72 

71 

Illegitinato 

6 

1 

5 

Still  Birth* ; 

5 

4 

1 

Rate  por  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still) 

Lcgitij:i;ito 

4 

3 

1 

births : 

Illogitlnato 

1 

1 

- 

. . 32. 5 • • 

2, 


Deaths; 


, Total, 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 
106  1,... ' i 6p  estiraated  resident  population 

• • 1 4-»  0^  • • 


H The  Comparahility  Factor  is  not  available 
for  owing  to  war  conditions, 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes; 

Rierperal  sepsis  • • ...  . * ' , .■.■.I'’'  ...  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ....  ...  ,2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  undergone  year  . of  age:  ' . . . 

Total  number  of  deaths  •••  10. 

All 'inf ants  per  1 j 000  live  births  " ...  ...  67.1 

_ Legitimate  ijifants  per  1,000  ' . . . 

'legitimate  live  births  ...'  •••  62.9 

Illegitimate' infantb  per  .1 ,000  ^ ,,  , 

illegitimate  live  birth?.,..  ...'  ....  166.'6 

r ■'  * • . . - , ' r • h: 

-TABLE  OF  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  IRF/^  MORTi^ITY-  RATBS;. 


Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

' Iih^ant  Mortality 

. 

... 

Rate. 

1939 

•13.6 

* ■ 14.0'  ’ . . ■ 

47.1 

1940 

•13.9 

nil 

*■ 

1941 

•t6,0 

15.0 

50.5  -4 

- 

1942 

•22.7 

....  13.4.  ‘ . 

36.5 

- 

1943 

20,3 

17.1' 

75.0  .4 

19*44 

19.6 

. . 14.0  ’ . 

67.1 

. - _ ■ .h' 

■■  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES.  DURING  1914*  ■ ' • ' 


i • 

DEATH'S. 

• t 

No,  of  deaths 

Age.^ 

No,  in  ■ 
district,"' 

Outward* 

transfers 

Inward 

Transfers. 

■ ViThich  apply  to 
district. 

Under  1 year 

4 

. ...--I  • 

- ' 7 ' ' 

10 

1 and  under'  2 

. - ■ ' 

*** 

2 M «»  5 J;  : 

' f ' 

-•  - 

- 

'3  » " 15 

,.2  : 

■'  / ^ - V 4’"*  - 

'i  ' 

..V.- 

1 5 '•  " 25 

,.2,,.....,  . 

■■  ^ "V'. 

' 2 

. ■ ■ ■ t ’ 

3 

25  n ,r-33 

*'  '1,  4. 

•6,'/  ■ 

■■  y 

35.  '^^■•45 

"1 

? 3 

: -.4  r ^ .V 

45ri'«--  ».''^5'' 

.3: 

2:  ■ ■ 

. .4  ' 5 .. 

55  65. 

: 10 

■ -.f-  ' 

6 ' 

■4  ,:.^.15 

65  " 75 

. Wr 

1 

- . j * 4 ■ 

• '20  . 

75  and' upwards. 

; . f t 

ia 

9 

•^•;-^''27p. 

TOTAL: 

^ V 55  ' • 

■-.v  ' 

56  ' 

106 
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CAUSES  OP  DS;vTH  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  CANVEY  ISL;OT> 


DURING  19A4. 


All  causes 


1 • Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  ,, 

3.  Scarlet  fever., 

if.  TThooping  cough., 

5.  Diphtheria.  ,,  ,, 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  , , 

9.  Influenza.  ,,  ,, 

10.  Measles.  ,,  ,, 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

13*  Cancer  of  buc:6av:  and  oesoph  (M)  uterus  (p) 
lif.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15*  Cancer  of  breaist'  ,, 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17»  Diabeires  V.  .. 

18*  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19»  Heart  disease  .,  ,, 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis  ,, 

22.  Pneumonia  .,  ,, 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

22f*  Ulcer  of  stonach  or  duodenum 

25*  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

26,  Appendicitis 

27*  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis  ..  ,. 

29*  Puer:  and  post-abort:  sepsis: 

30,  Other  maternal  causes  .. 

31  * Prmature  birth  . , 

32.  Con,  mal  birth  inj,  dis:  ,. 

33*  Suicide  . . . . 

3A*  Road  i^raff  ic  accidents  , , 

35*  Other  violent  causes  ,,  •■■■ 

36,  All  other  causes  , , 


Male.  Pemale^-  Total* 

60  46  106 


4 

13 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 


1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

14 

1 

1 

4 
1 


5 

11 


1 

4 
1 

10 

1 
7 

27 

3 

6 

5 
3 

2 
1 


3 

• 

10' 


SBCTim  H. 


wmujj  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  0OR  THE  /J?EA. 


In  respect  of  (a^  Laboratory  Facilities,  (b)  Ambulance  Facilities, 
(c)  I^ursing  in  the  Ha.ie,  (d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  and  (e)  Hospitals, 
there  are  no  essential  changes  to  note. 


SECTION  C.  SyUITARY  dRCUlST/JICES  OP  THE  ARS/i. 

V/atcr  Su^ly.  2,859  houses  were  connected  to  the  Southend;  Water 
Cerpar^'s  .m'dns  at  the  end  of  1944  ~ coi  increase  of  50* 

There  arc  four  strmdpipes  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  Island, 
fjTd  these  aor/o  those  roads  v,rhich  arc  without  v/ater  mains. 

Approximately  82  per  cent,  of  the  population  derive  their  danestic 
water  supply  from  the  S^xithend  V/ator  Con^iany's  mains. 

The  rerifiindcr  of  the  population  rely  on  icain  water  storage  tanks 
for  their  water  supply,  and  this  is  boiled  or  filtered  before  use. 

There  .'irc  no  Icnown  vrater  supplies  which  are  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  aertion  and  there  have  been  no  canes  of  lead  poisoning  notified. 

The  mains  water  supply  in  this  District  is  constant  and  of  ompl^ 
sufficiency  for  all  purposes. 

Scvonty-oi>:  pf:r  cent,  of  the  dv/cllings  on  the  Island  use  mains 
water  by  direct  oonneotion  to  the  mains  or  from  3tandi)ipo3, 

In  the  event  of  a broakdevm  in  the  mains  water  service,  there  £^e 
trwo  storage  tJvnks  'jtx  the  Island  of  22,000  gallons  capacity  each,  the  proporlfy 


4' 


of  the  Southend  Waterworks  G-arnpany. 

There  ai'e  several  storrage  tanlcs  maintained  by  the  Canvey  Island 
Urban  District  ^^ounc  i-L  where  water  can  be  dravm  from  in  the  event  of  extreme 
emergency. 


DJ^ninage  o-nd  -jeV'Toragev  There  a2?e  33/  connections  to  the  sewer 
affecting  T,03"1'  proportiesr  tvonty»rive  new  connections  v/ere  made  during 
1944. 

Public  Cleansirjga  756  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  from  65 
bins,  each  bin  serving  several  streets. 

Salvagee  Waste  paper  is  collected  on  receipt  of  postcards,  and 
also  periodical  collection  is  made  from  various  depots  on  the  Island.  Tins, 
scrap  iron,  rubbo.r.  bottles  and  rags  are  collected. 

Visits  I;.. spec t ions.  973  visits  were  made  for  public  health 

purposes  during  t’i.e  yearr  t7  dwellings  v/ere  made  fit  for  human  habitation 
following  the  serving  of  informal  notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Factories  nc'bj,,  9 3 "4  n total  of  19  inspections  v/ere  made, 
including  visits  to  premises  of  Outworkers. 

Fetrolenr>.  f lA,: pule t ions)  Acts-.  1928  and  1936.  Three  licences 
were  issued  during  the  ycar^ 

In  other  Dronches  of  sanitary  administration,  the  usual  routine 
work  was  carried  outj  but  no  essential  changes  occurred. 

housing. 

No  new  houses  wore  ei'ected  during  the  year  1944.  I46  inspections 

were  made  in  respect  of  repairs  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  H,  I'iSPOCTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Sunplpa  At  the  end  of  the  year  6 farms  and  other  premises 
used  as  dairies  were  registered  and  20  retail  purveyors  were  also  registered. 

Milk  (special  Designations)  Order,  1936.  Two  licences  to  sell 
Pasteurised  Hilk  and  two  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  YdXk  were 
granted. 

The  licences  were  supplcsnentary  licences  for  the  retail  sale  - 
of  the  Milks  mentioned  above,  in  this  District. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  No  slaughter  house  exists  in  the  District. 
Periodical  inspection  is  made  of  butcher  shops  and  the  meat  therein 
examined. 


Pish-  Pish  sh'op^s  ■v-vre  iurpected  periodically, 

Foocl^  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act , 192-8,  etc.  Two  samples  of 
milk,  and  sa'^^les  .uorle^/j  Soya  E'lour,  Lemon  Flavour  Fruit 

Flavouring,  GentinonvoJ  Mustard,  Louon  Emulsified  Flavour,  Coffee  and 
Chicory,  Sweetened  lint  lauce.  Gelatine  Crystals,  Cocoa,  Baking  Pov/der, 
Green  Pea  Soup,  Master  Mix  Sweetened  Cake  and  Pudding  Mixture,  Essence 
of  Almond,  Blortcr  Facte,  Ground  Coffee,  Meat  Paste  were  submitted  for 
anaJ-ysis  cP-ring  she  pear  and  in  all  cases  the  results  proved  the  samples 
to  be  genuine. 

Milk  and  Daimes  Acts  and  Orders.  11  sac^les  of  milk  were 
obtained  for  cleanliness,  / of  which  v/ere  satisfactoiy. 

The  facts  and  figures  shevm  under  Sections  D,  D and  E 
have  been  pr-c\rLced  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  v^ho  resigned  in 
May,  1945. 


SECTION  i-.  ERiiV.JlENCE  0^1  CCNTHOL  OVEE,  iL^gSCllOUS  iiKD 

OTHER  DISS/iSET. 


vill  ce  soo:; 
infectious  disease  oc.ovr'' 
the  hill  of  he.alth  of  t'r,c 
one.  There  'w",..  ■ :a 

disease  throughoux  the  -’e 
in  ^^kh.,  canparc"'  \.dth  nx 


'rctr  partioulaoe  cl.l  easee  or  notlfiahle 

^ j.r:  the  District  irriig,  'jSv.f  {table  on  page  7 ) 
r:.-. and  for  xhe  year  is.  once  again,  an  excellent 
X'.niing  incrccncc  of  cry  notifiable  infectious 
erd  the  nunber  of  cases  of  neasles  notified 
arovrrus  yocv-  practically  negligible. 


Tuberculosis.. 

I ar.  unr/aro  '.'f  cry  cnd'ie  i:'-cid'a'iOO  of  xhis  disease  a:-_ociated 
'.'Tith  any  local  carso  or  itren.n  Th^  na.joi'.'ity  of  the  .cases  cODe  fron 
outside  the  Distrie 
been  notific',  and 
Regul  at  i ons ; '1  ? 3 

'n.riiy  V-r':-.-  ■''i'o  follovh,:-;g  cares  of  r-ioer  calcs  is  were  notified; - 

R '.rao'iary  8 6 11 

'Ton''r.l.roriary-  ■■  1 . 2 

' ' “t  _s  regretted  that  dui’rrjg  tau  chere  were  four 

deaths  fi’or  t ■foc''c‘CLCsis ; 

Malc.^  Feicaler,  Totals 

2 3 

1 

Scrbijcs 

The  clini.c  cstaclrshed  at  the  Rlrst  .lie  Post  v/as  available  at 
any  tine,  by  ap^-olatnent.,  for  the  cut-patienl:  treatnenf  of  patients,  in 
conjunction  vh.th  she  nursing  staff  of  the  Casuad-tja  Services;,  Civil  Defence 
Services,  attached-  to  the  Post,  by  arrar^enont;  with  the  Schcme-naleing 

iiuthority. 

The  bre.rbuent-.virch  is  given  on  a 'f.xirly  unit”  basis,  involves 
a bath  and  the  use  of  25  per  cent-,  onulsioii  of  Benroate  , as 

recemended  in  th  j clonoraiccun  of  the  I'/b.r.istry  of  Health;  229/Medn , revised 

June,  194^t 


Itflncnarrv 
.•;c.n-vtil  lonary 


t ; chiefly  fron  she  Greal  .)-V  L'Oido.n  .oroa,  having  already 
are  tirnsfors  .nRac  the  Ichlic  Hoalxh  { 


Ihc  ,^ol.i.o-/rLnj-  caclo  siiavvs  cl.e  nnnoer  of 'r..oT,:Jlic.atio:i.s  received 
and  the  c.‘  warionb^  rreaced Jux"i  y •■9/11:  - " 


1 r .0  u:.< : \ts 
1 •rnec''.  ic...  y,.j <. . • 


AduT^.s-  5'''I5  .3  13^'^  _Total> 

; -I  •• 


V5 


100 

■’30 


'•.L.ol..‘ 


■ not  cor..j  •■n.tniu  tho  purv"-  w of  -bhe  loc.cl 


nnnit.’-r;,' 


r if  K f 0 n.'.  D.i:  irc.sation. 


'll',  .cc.'  J «;  :.n  f;': - di ’Xir’.ot  i.s  pi'cr/.r'.'.’Sci. n"’.  oaxrsf.actorily,  but 
the  rdgrr ■ -j  tR  c :-yil.'  ti>.n  ndd-  tr.  the  lc/ial  lii'rf  iculties. 

At  th-  ■ c ' .j<:' ■r^bcr  . ''’'//A,  the  po.:-c.' nx: .cc  of  child  population 

cenatdered  to  . c }:  : ^ n ^OxLcr:',:  - 


■ m 


6 


Under  3 years. 

5 2. 5^/0 

Y/AR  IHAPS 

In  this  District,  the  health  during  the  v^rar  years  reveals  an 
encouraging  and  cheerful  picture,  although  the  department  had  to  work 
under  heavy  difficulties  from  time  to  time#  There  has  been  no  evidence 
of  any  epidemic  of  a serious  nature,  infectious  diseases  in  general  have 
been  well  controlled,;  although  the  incidence  of  Infective  Jaundice  should 
be  noted, 

- The  highest  birth  rate  vv'as  reached  in  1942,  when  the  rate  for 

the  district  was  22:.  7 per  "^,000  of  the  estiinated  resident  population,  and 
the  lowest  deatla  rate  in  194-2,  v/hen  it  was  13o4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  poryul cation.-  The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1940  was  nil,  and 

as  low  as  3op9  per  1 ,0GC  registered  live  births  in  1 942,  ^co^ipared  with 
49»0  for  England  -ar-.id  Wa.les,  whi-ch  was  a very  favourable  comparison,  and 
it  will  be  recalled  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  a district  is  one 
of  the  most  reliable  guides  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

It  is  -vTOr-bhy'  of  mention  that  the  vitamin  supplements,  the 
national  milk  scheme  and  meals  in  schools  have  helped  materially  to 
improve  the  heal.th  of  the  children,  and  the  children  of  to-day  are  the 
citizens  of  tenorrow. 

In  my  view,  the  ’ soundily  based  health  services  in  this  district 
have  stood  up  e:-;trcmely  ’.veil'  tp  the  strains  and  stresses. 


5-15  years » 
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NOTIFI/^BLS  DISE;\SES  (OTHER  TILJI  TUBERCULOSIS ) DURING  THE  YEIJi  1944. 


